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                                 Thanksgiving Service, November 20th 

Sunday at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary at First Congregational Church of Tallmadge 

 

       Advent Sundays

The theme for this year’s Advent season is “Prepare the way…”  from the gospel 
teaching of John the Baptist’s proclamation about Jesus’ ministry.  Of course these 
stories occur after Jesus is grown to adulthood; yet the proclamation is timeless and 
reflective of the preparation of other prophets announcing God’s faithfulness in pres-
ence. Join us as we examine how we prepare our lives for Jesus.

1st Sunday, Nov. 27 – THE COURAGE TO FACE OUR FEARS: How are our fears 
getting in the way of letting Jesus in our life?

2nd Sunday, Dec. 4 – RELEASING OUR SORROWS AND GRIEF: Do we need to 
pour out our grief in hopes of being filled by Christ’s healing presence? 

3rd Sunday, Dec. 11 – WHAT IS OUR DESIRE: Are we desiring things that take our 
focus off of what God desires for us?

4th Sunday, Dec. 18 – WHAT ARE WE GRATEFUL FOR: How can we become 
more aware of Christ’s presence in the world and find gratitude for God’s work in our 
daily lives? 

 

A CHRISTMAS MUSIC CELEBRATION - DECEMBER 4, 2016 - 10:00 AM WORSHIP 

A festive celebration of Christmas music will be held on December 4, 2016, during the 10:00 
AM worship service.  Come join us to celebrate the holiday season.  Groups of all ages will 
perform, including Cherub Choir, Jr. Choir, the Grace Notes, Bell Choir, Chancel Choir, Soloists, 
and the newly reformed Congregational Orchestra!  This concert is the music department’s 
gift to the congregation in appreciation of your support throughout the year.  

 
 

Christmas Pageant: December 18 

Camel Lot, Don’t Miss the Manger by Cyndi Nin, Rob Howard and David Guthrie 

Put all the to do lists away- gifts to buy, food to make, party to attend; and come to the Christ-
mas Pageant that will remind us what is most important at this time of year. One of the main 
characters, Beth, is sad because her dad won’t be at the pageant.  As she falls asleep, she 
dreams of a camel salesman making everyone work the night Jesus was born.  Come hear 
how she and Dad come to realize what Christmas really means to them.  Everyone is invited 
to the Fellowship Hall to join us for lunch immediately following worship, and then stay for 
the pageant.   
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Sidebar November/December 2016 
 

This is a bacon and eggs story:   
The chicken makes a contribution; the pig makes a commitment. 

 
Making a commitment means there is no turning back.  When I speak with couples wanting 
to get married I use different words but the meaning is the same:  You will be making vows 
of commitment.  You are going ‘all in’ from a gamblers lexicon.  In the marriage ceremony; 
“…for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness as well as in health…” is not multiple choice; it is an 
‘all of the above’ answer we promise.  It is a commitment. 
 
Often we put our self in positions where we have no other choice but to keep going.  In High School I was 
on the wrestling team and when the referee blew the whistle to start the match there was no turning back - 
it was a decisive engagement.  In the Army I was in an Airborne Infantry company which meant I jumped 
from an airplane while in flight.   I stood in the airplane (or helicopter) waiting for the red light to turn 
green and hear the Jump-master’s command, “GO!”  It was a commitment.  For better or worse - I was “all 
in.”  I know that we have all had experiences as I have mentioned two of mine. 
 
On Sunday November 13th you were invited to make a financial commitment or renew your financial com-
mitment to this church.  I could make all sorts of justifications for you to give generously and to increase 
your giving to the work of this church from a biblical, theological and historical perspective, but the choice 
is yours to make privately and prayerfully.  The question is “Do you value the presence and purpose of this 
church enough to make a financial commitment?”  Are you going to make a contribution or will you make 
a commitment? 
 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC is a covenant community which means we are in this to-
gether with God through Jesus Christ.  We are progressive and allow for questions which we believe en-
hances growth in intimacy with God and with others.  We are a community bringing hope and healing to 
many who need to hear words of the promise of the power of love and compassion.  Our way of speaking is 
by what we do as well as what we say.  Is this something you are willing to invest in?  Are you willing to 
make a commitment to advance this message of Jesus Christ through First Congregational Church of 
Tallmadge, UCC?  The choice is yours.  If you have made your pledged commitment, “Thank you.”  If you 
are still considering please do so thoughtfully and prayerfully. 
 
May God bless and keep you. 
 
Love, 
Dr. John 

WHAT’S NEW FROM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL? 
Thank you to Gary Rambler, Jim Taylor, Larry Davies, Gary Myers, and Sean and Bill Galloway for all their hard work on 

cleaning up the landscaping in the courtyard, including aerating, seeding and fertilizing! 
The Stewardship Board has started their fall campaign, “A Time for Everything”, and members are encouraged to add 

leaves to the Tree of Life in the atrium each week. 
The Budget Committee is meeting to work through all the issues of a new budget and the changes pending in our church. 
Breakfast with Santa is being planned by the Christian Education Board, and a $5 per person charge will be implemented 

this year. 
The Children’s Christmas Pageant will be after worship on December 18. 
There is approximately $4900 dollars left in the fund to help with the search and moving of the next senior pastor.  The 

Silent Auction will replenish this fund. 
There will be an audit of the church books prior to bringing a new senior minister on board. 
There will be a reception for Pastor Sarah on December 11 after worship.  Her last day will be December 18. 

 

If you have any questions about these items, please see me or Tim Burns, Vice Moderator. 
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Dear Friends,

            “It’s the MOST wonderful time of the year!” sings “Mr. Christmas” himself, Andy Williams. 
And I believe it is. This season, people are invited to let their true selves shine, their compassion be 
unending, their generosity to neighbors.  And we hear from loved ones, past colleagues, and dear 
friends through the tradition of sending Christmas cards!  

            I love sending and receiving Christmas cards. It’s a wonderful way to tell people that though you may not 
have spoken in a while, they are on your heart and mind that day. I often receive cards with pictures of recently 
married couples, new babies, and children growing by leaps and bounds! These pictures are treasures that help me 
stay connected to those I hold dear. 

A poem from Edna Jaques speaks to the joy of receiving Christmas cards:

“How lovely are the sentiments contained in Christmas cards,

As well as dear, heartwarming scenes of snowy trees and yards,

They never change so very much, but who would want it so?

For Christmas seems to just belong to cedar trees and snow.

The greetings on a Christmas card are precious as a gem,

Because old neighbors and old friends send us their love with them-

Warming our hearts with loving words, making us know that they

Are thinking of dear bygone times upon this Christmas day.

A holly wreath, a little church, a lovely lighted door,

Some carol singers in the street, the windows of a store-

All these are part of Christmastime, like cake and mistletoe,

Because a card arrived today and sort of told me so.” 
 

We are truly blessed to have such dear friends and loved ones who reach out at Christmas time to share greetings 
and well wishes this time of year.  As Christians, we are all called to reach out in love to share God’s love with oth-
ers.  And what better way to do so then through a lovely, sweet Christmas card?  Writing a little message inside, re-
minding the person that you are praying for them, are on your mind, and that they are loved by God.  

I’ve been to people’s houses and see how people proudly display cards received, like little trophies of pride on their 
mantles and shelves. Christmas cards matter because they remind us that we connected, we are not alone.  Others 
care about us, and remember us throughout the year.  So, this year, I encourage you to send some Christmas cards, 
especially to those who may not receive any others. For Christmas is when Love came down, to be among us. Let us 
share the love of Christ with all this year!                            

Blessings, Pastor Sarah 

Tallmadge Good Neighbors 
Tallmadge Good Neighbors is asking for your help again.  Gift cards for Christmas will be on a table in the Atrium No-
vember 20th.  If you take a card please sign your name next to the number you take.  Please wrap the gift with the 
card on top and return to church by December 4th.  Thank you.  Please contact Jo Berry at (330)633-8905 with any 
questions. 
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Memorial Garden with Columbarium Committee (MGCC) 
 
Perhaps you read the Beacon Journal’s article late this summer which indicated that more families were choosing 
cremation rather than traditional funerals. Nationwide, cremation was the choice in 42% of deaths.  Last year in 
Ohio, 37% of Ohio deaths resulted in cremation.  As noted by the Cremation Society of North America, a major  
reason for the increased interest is the more modest cost of cremation.  
 
For persons of faith, cremation with interment in a columbarium located on their church’s premises, offers numer-
ous pluses beyond financial issues.  It is: 
 + a witness to their faith 
 + a link between life and life eternal 
 + accessible for funeral ceremonies in the sanctuary 
 + an easy walk for a private interment service  
 + convenient for family members and friends to privately visit and remember 
 + a lovely garden space, perpetually maintained, not requiring families’ attention 
 + completion of the arc of care lovingly provided by our church from birth to death. 
 
The Memorial Garden with Columbarium at Tallmadge First Congregational Church of Tallmadge will actualize the 
phrase, “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
 
Our committee is moving into its third phase.  When Phase 1 “discernment” came to a close, the MGCC was repop-
ulated to plan for the  2nd phase  of “design/implementation.” A similar refreshment of members will help buoy 
Phase 3 committee’s energy as the “actualization” of the columbarium is undertaken.  As we progress, the benefits 
of a columbarium become more and more apparent. 

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers.  Mom was proud to be a member of the church. 
        Family of Margaret Bumpass 
 

Thank you for the love you’ve shared in so many ways over the past 2 years.  Sunday was so special as I looked out 

on the congregation and saw not only faces of beloved church members but I saw memories we’ve made and the 

joy we had in serving God together.  Thank you for being a blessing to me and letting me know how deeply a 

church can love their pastors.  Thank you for your generous gift for Pastor’s Appreciation Month.  I feel honored to 

be called your Associate Pastor.    Love, Pastor Sarah 

 

Our family would like to express our thanks for all your support during the time of George’s illness and passing.  

Thanks to Dr. John and Rev. Sarah for the hospital visits and to Dr. John for the words of comfort at his funeral ser-

vice.  We would also like to thank Women’s Fellowship and their many helpers for providing the luncheon for our 

family and friends.  We appreciate the lovely planter and the many cards we received.  We are very blessed to be 

part of such a caring congregation.      The Richards, Cochran, Jackson & Baker Families 
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Ted Achimasi 
Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Nancy Beken 
Marian & Ed Belisle 
Shirley Braidich  (Ann Carter’s  
Mother) 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Chris Caldwell (friend of Christie 
Speicher) 
Carol Carter 
Jean  DeWitt 
Nancy Dove 
Esta Eriksen 
Scott Foltz (Treehouse parent) 
Sue Gassaway 
Deanna Getowski 

Eric Grant 
Joan Haby 
Megan Landers (Noreen Ashley’s 
niece) 
Amy Line (Janet McCauley’s cousin) 
Eva Lowry 
Jim Mallyh 
Hannah McConihe 
Carolyn Neidert 
Scott Newcomer 
David & Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Wilma Pohly 
Dee Powell (Sharon Letzler’s         
Mother) 
Betty Schoffman 
John Strott 
Gary Taylor 

Janet & Russ Terrell 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Olive Yohey 
Pat Zimmerman 
Marcia Zuravel 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Senior Pastor Search Committee 
Stewardship Campaign 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

The Prayer Chain Connection.   

There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individuals’ concerns and   
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and placing 
it in the offering plate on Sunday morning, or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may wish to call     
    Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

 

Sincere sympathy to Dave  & Ann Stone-Meyer and  family on the loss of Ann’s mother, Blanche Ei-

leen Stone.  Blanche passed away on October 18, 2016. 

Deepest sympathy to Ann Minar and family on the loss of Ann’s brother, Ralph.  Ralph passed away 

on  October 18, 2016.   

Deepest  sympathy to Rick, Christie, Sarah and Olivia Speicher on the loss of their father and grand-
father, Ken Speicher.   Ken passed away on November 2, 2016. 
  

Condolences: 
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HIGH SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

Join us for fun Christmas theme games and activities as 

we celebrate Jesus’ Birthday!  There will be Minute to 

Win It games, and more!  

December 4 @4PM 

Please bring a white elephant gift (or a $5 gift) AND a 

drink or snack to share! 

Middle School Fellowship  

November 17 No Fellowship 

November 24 No Fellowship 

December 1  Fellowship Christmas Party @ 6:00- 7:15pm 

December 2  Decorating for Breakfast with Santa 5:30 – 8:30pm 

December 3  Breakfast with Santa from 8:30 am- 1:30pm 

 

December 1 will be our Christmas party.  Come with a snack and a $5 Christmas gift, wrapped and ready 
for a gift exchange.  The dollar store and 5 Below are great places to look for something fun.   

 

Pageant Practice 

All children in grades 2-5 are invited to have speaking parts in the annual Christmas pageant.  We practice 
on Tuesdays.  All children are invited to participate in the Christmas pageant choirs, 5

th
 grade and younger.   

November 22 6-7pm in Fellowship Hall- actors only 

November 29 6-7pm in Fellowship Hall- actors only 

December 6 6-7:30pm in Sanctuary- actors and Junior.choir members.   

We will be without scrips by this practice.  Be Ready! 

December 13 6-7:30pm in Fellowship Hall- all choirs and actors 

December 17 10am- 12pm in Fellowship Hall for DRESS REHERSAL  

December 18 SHOW TIME.  We will do a short walk through at 10am.  Lunch begins at 11am and 
the show will begin as the last person is served lunch. 

 

No SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the Christmas Season, we like to give our Sunday School teachers a few days off to enjoy their 
families.  This year we will have a special Family Advent workshop on November 27 from 9-10am (see the 
next page) and there will be NO regular Sunday School that week.  Also on December 25 and January 1 
we will not have Sunday School during the 9:00 hour.  
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Rake and Run 

We were so blessed on November 6 as we set out to rake some yards.  God blessed us with a beautiful 
day, warm and sunny.  We also had about 60 hardworking hands to make the work go by very quickly.  We 
cleaned 5 yards in about 2 ½ hours.  Thank you to those who helped and to those who let us come rake.  
Fun to see many different ages come together to share a labor of love to those in need of a little help. 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa Tickets available  

Once again, the board of Christian Education will host the annual Breakfast with Santa.  This will be held on 
December 3 with four breakfast seating times; 9:00, 9:30, 10:00, or 10:30.  Tickets are $5.00 this year 
which will include a full breakfast- pancakes, eggs, sausage, hot and cold drinks, 3 crafts stations, Santa 
time and a special gift. Youth and Adult help needed on Dec. 2 (5:30- 9) and Dec 3 (8-1:00), see Wendy 
Brown or Cindie Anderson.  
 

Family Advent Workshop 

On Sunday, November 27, we will have a family Advent Workshop.  During the 9:00 hour, we are having 
families work together to create an advent wreath.  Each family will create an advent wreath and weekly 
devotional bags.  The goal is to bring Advent into the home.  There will be no regular Sunday School this 
day, please bring the family to the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 that morning.   
 

Grades 3, 4 and 5 Lock-In 

Important date for our 3
rd

, 4
th
 and 5

th
 graders is January 20-21.  We come to the church on the 20

th
 @ 7 PM 

and sleep at the church.  We play games, games and more games as well as have some snacks and watch 
a movie.  It really is a fun and exhausting evening.  Mark your calendars now, ask a friend to join us (only 
ONE friend please).  Then sign up in the hallway on the youth board.  There will be release forms to fill out 
and return to Wendy Brown.  The cost is $5/ person. 

 

 

Cherub Choir News 
The following is the singing schedule for the Cherub Choir: 
 November 27  Singing during the 10:00 a.m. worship service, wearing robes. 

 December 4  Singing during the 10:00 a.m. worship service, no robes. 

 December 18  Singing in the Christmas Pageant after the 10:00 a.m. worship service, no robes. 

Elaine Engle and Lisa Foster 
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HAPPY 208th BIRTHDAY!!! 

  

 

Help us celebrate First Congregational Church’s 208th birthday on Sunday, January 22, 

2017.  There will be a very special guest, David Bacon, at the 10:00 service, and a deli-

cious luncheon to follow. 

 How much money would a birthday present cost?  Members and friends of our church will be asked to 

prayerfully consider giving a money present to our General Endowment Fund.  This present will be in units of $40.  

This money will be invested with neither the interest nor principle to be touched for many years.  The need for a 

strong, unrestricted fund is great and at this time we have some generous members of the congregation who will 

match your donation.  

 On January 22nd, let us celebrate the historic age of our church and help provide for her exciting future.  

YOU are invited.  Please plan to attend. 

Announcements & Events 

Congregators will meet at 12:00 Noon on Tuesday, December 13th.  Lunch is at Hartville Kitchen on Edison St NW 

(OH-619) in Hartville.  Please call Barb Stutler at 330-630-3972. 

YARNING FOR PEACE     
Starting with the December meeting on Monday the 12th, Yarning for Peace will change to 
their new time of meeting at 1:00 in the afternoon.  We still will continue to meet on the 2nd 
Monday of the month. A luncheon is planned for December at Sammies Bar & Grill located at 
498 South Ave., Tallmadge at 11:30.  After lunch we will have our meeting at the church.  

Hopefully this change in time will encourage new members to join this heartfelt tangible ministry.  You are welcome 
to join us even if you wish to work on your own projects.  If you plan on being at the luncheon, please contact Dee 
West at 330-633-4421 so the restaurant can be notified of the number to expect.   

Three important steps for ordering Altar Flowers: 

1. Sign up on the Flower Chart in the Education Hallway 

2. Fill out a ‘flower form’ (Located next to Flower Chart) and place the form in Beth Loresch’s mailbox OR give it to 
the Sunday receptionist along with: 

3. $28.   Either cash or a check.   Please make checks out to First Congregational Church of Tallmadge.  On the 
memo line write “Altar Flowers”. 

Simply placing your name on the chart will not result in flowers on the altar for  your requested Sunday.   Forms and 
money are due prior to that Sunday.     Any questions, please contact Beth in the office. 

Thanks for your help! 
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The Legacy Club 
First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC 

Serving Christ and God’s people for 207 Years 
“It’s not the honor you take with you, but the heritage you leave behind.” 

How will you be remembered when your life on this earth is complete?  There are many institutions that will contin-
ue when each of us passes from this temporal existence to the eternal:  Hospitals, Universities, schools; Service Or-
ganizations—Rotary, Lion’s Club, Optimist Club, Kiwanis, etc.  Places of faith—Churches, Seminaries, Missions.  
The list goes on and on. 

First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC has served the people of Tallmadge when this was a frontier com-
munity, a mission station in the Connecticut Western Reserve.  Over the course of time the church was central to the 
city and grew as the city grew and the region expanded.  Currently we serve a membership of 850 made of families 
from the region.  One-half of our current congregation reside in Tallmadge the other half from many communities 
from four counties.  The ministries of our congregation serve not only our own spiritual growth, but the spiritual 
growth of others.  We serve the needs of others in places near—Family Promise, Faithful Servants, Miller Ave. 
Church; and schools in Mali, Africa; a school library in Viet Nam. 

To sustain this work in ministry requires wise stewardship and constant financial gifts from our church members.  
Recently the Investment and Endowment Committee of our church wrote policy and procedures for soliciting gifts 
and receiving and managing those gifts.  We have formed The Legacy Club which is a group of church members and 
friends who have included First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, UCC as one of the beneficiaries in their will 
and estate plan.  With permission those Legacy Club Members the names only will be listed as a way of testimony to 
the leadership of our members.  A percentage of your estate can remain  in perpetuity providing financial security for 
the ministry of this church.  The policy states that only ministry may be funded by endowment gifts unless otherwise 
specified.  The operating budget will continue to be funded by annual gifts, tithes and offerings. 

The Investment & Endowment Committee is inviting you to prayerfully consider joining The Legacy Club - the 
amount of the gift is irrelevant; the intention is sacred.  Your attorney is able to assist you with this decision, or you 
may contact Jack McKee, Chair of the I & E Committee. 

General Operating Fund Note:   

During October, 2016, receipts of $40,893 were $1,173 below the monthly expense budget.  Actual expenses for 

October of $39,671 were $2,395 BELOW BUDGET leaving a surplus for the month of $1,222 but a year-to-date sur-

plus of only $4,523.  The year-to-date surplus is largely due to miscellaneous “other” income, while Faith Offerings 

are $19,000 below budget.  Operating expenses are running $27,000 below budget, however, this is the time of 

year when our expenses increase. 

Signing up for electronic transfers is an easy way 

to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-

arrange regular purchases of SCRIP cards.  Faith 

Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  

Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for 

both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

 
 

 

Pastoral Search Fund:  

   Oct. 2016 

Beginning Balance:  4,983.90 

Additions:  40.00 

Expenditures:  0.00 

Ending Balance:  5,023.90 

Announcements & Events 
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We will hold a Candle Lighting Ceremony in cooperation with the Compassionate Friends Worldwide 
Candle Lighting® on Sunday December 11th at 7:00 p.m. Our ceremony service will be held in the 
Sanctuary.  Our Candle Lighting Ceremony will commemorate and honor children, siblings, and grand-
children of all ages who have died from any cause and transcends all ethnic, cultural, religious, and 
political boundaries. Participants are encouraged to bring pictures or mementos of their loved ones 
to share. These will be returned to participants at the conclusion of our ceremony. 

The Worldwide Candle Lighting is a gift to the bereavement community. Our ceremony helps people 
remember the lives of their precious children who are no longer with us. We do this to honor our children, “that 
their light may always shine®.” 

Announcements & Events 

 

  BOOKMARKS    

Hello again, 
 
Can anyone believe we will soon be into Advent and that blessed season of Christmas?  I first want to say, I wish 
all of you a wonderful Thanksgiving with your family and friends.  I know we are very tired of politics, but we must 
remember we should be thankful we are given the privilege to vote and voice our opinions. 
 
I have put out a number of Christmas themed books on the shelf.  You will have lots of choices, at least 20 plus, 
offering a wide variety of stories.  There are even 2 or 3 for the youth.  For adults…. ”Plantation Weddings at 
Christmas”, “Christmas on the Prairie”, a couple of Debbie McCombers; Philip Gulley (his books always a delightful 
read); John Grisham and Richard Paul Evans (their books are always a treat).  Go and look, I feel you’ll find some-
thing that appeals to your taste for some enjoyable reading. 
 
Many thanks to all for your interest and support of the library this past year.  Have a joyous, uplifting, and spiritual 
Holiday season.  We’ll “talk” again in January 2017.  Happy New Year. 

Blessings, 

Jo Hostutler 
 
P.S.  Can anyone help me find this book?  It’s a Reader’s Digest large print with 2 stories that contains “The Moun-
tain Between Us” by Charles Martin and “Outwitting Trolls” by William Tappy.  I’ve had several requests for it. 

On the day you were born you cried and the world rejoiced.  Live your life in such a way that when you die, the 
world cries and you rejoice.     (Old Native American quote)  

Mindfulness Class  - NEW Meeting Time 
The Mindfulness Class will begin meeting at 9:15 starting Sunday, November 20th in room 210. 
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

 Akron Woman's City Club Thursday, December 1st 
 Christmas luncheon

732  W. Exchange Street 11:30am $18 per person.  

WNI Christmas Arty Party – December 5, 2016 at 6:30 PM 

 

You’re invited to join the ladies of WNI in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, December 5
th
 as we get crafty for Christmas! Claire 

and Sandy from Arty Party in Boardman, OH will provide all of the materials needed and helpful guidance to paint wine glasses, 
plates, and ornaments for Christmas. Everyone is welcome to paint any design that they would like and ideas and suggestions 
will be available. The options are 2 wine glasses, 2 plates, or 3 ornaments for $20. Additional items can then be added for $5 
each. These make great gifts! All supplies, refreshments, and childcare will be provided. 
 
Sign-ups will be available in the atrium on November 20

th
 and 27

th
.  When you sign-up, please note which item you would like to 

paint (glasses, plates, or ornaments). Also, payment is required during sign-ups. The deadline for sign-ups and payment is   
November 27. 
 
Service project: WNI will be collecting monetary donations for Family Promise so presents can be purchased for the children 
spending Christmas homeless. 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

Quilt for Auction 

 By Women’s Fellowship Quilters  

Queen Size and hand quilted   

Bids start at $950  

with increments of $50 

Bid Numbers available beginning October 16 in Atrium. 

Proceeds to support future kitchen or  sanctuary needs. 
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Spiritual Corner November/December 2016 
 
 

 
In 1998 I was a Sunday School teacher in this church leading a class of church members who had loved 
ones experiencing end of life issues.  It was a pastoral care class because the volume of need surpassed the 
church resources:  There was one pastor and a few members who visited the homebound, hospitalized, 
those in care facilities, and those approaching the end of life.  Two years later I became the Senior Pastor 
and the need had not lessened. 
 
Shortly after I took the office of the Senior Pastor Jana Caplinger spoke with me about starting a special 
ministry to visit those in extended care facilities and Stephen Ministry was adopted as a pastoral care min-
istry to meet the long-term needs of our members.  Stephen Ministry requires 52 hours of formal training 
for certification and a two year commitment.  Because of the need for pastoral care and the limited         
resources a new ministry was formed: Hearts In Service - H.I.S.   
 
H.I.S. partners are a dedicated group of individuals who are “assigned” several persons in need of church 
contact and pastoral care.  They make phone calls, visits, send cards and they are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
pastoral staff (now two pastors).  With a brief training period and orientation the H.I.S. partners are a vi-
tal part of the pastoral care team with a team leader, Barbara Rowles. 
 
Barbara is a dedicated, sincere, care-giver providing the necessary leadership to manage the contact with 
those who are unable to remain active in the life of the church.  Barbara keeps us ‘organized’ and provides 
vital information as to where the pastors need to focus their attention and presence as a triage ministry.  I 
can tell you that every H.I.S. volunteer emulates the same level of dedicated commitment Barbara demon-
strates, and I thank God for every H.I.S. volunteer.   
 
Here’s the thing:  You can volunteer as a H.I.S. care-giver by talking with me, Pastor Sarah or Barbara 
Rowles.  If you ‘hear’ the calling to serve in a caring ministry please consider becoming a Stephen Minister 
or a H.I.S. member.  Your presence is needed and necessary. 
 
 
May God bless and keep you. 
 

Hearts In Service 
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You’re Invited! 
Become A More Powerful Volunteer By  

Understanding Poverty 
 
 

To be most effective, it’s crucial that volunteers working with urban organizations comprehend poverty.  That’s 
why the First Congregational Church’s Mission Board is hosting a free workshop for anyone who currently works 

with or is interested in becoming more involved with programs dealing with poverty. 
 
The workshop will be at FCCH, 47 Aurora Street, Hudson, OH 44236 on the following Tuesdays from 7-9:00 pm;     
December 6, January 17, and February 21.  Training will be led by Adrienne Bradley, Director of Bridges Summit 
County.   
 
 Session #1: Tuesday, December 6, 7-9:00 pm 
  Main Topics:  People’s thoughts on poverty, including the different factors that cause poverty, and 
  explore the experiences of those in poverty. 
 
 Session #2: Tuesday, January 17, 2017 7-9:00 pm 
  Main Topics:  Hidden rules of economic class and on the key points of Bridges Summit County. 
 
 Session #3: Tuesday, February 21, 2017, 7-9:00 pm 
  Main Topics:  Communication and how to measure poverty and build available resources. 
 
Attendees are encouraged to attend all three sessions to experience the entire training - but should not be             
discouraged if unable to make all dates. 
Those interested in participating in this workshop can register online by going to First Congregational Church of  
Hudson’s website (hudsoucc.org) and navigating to the Grow and Serve tab, then Poverty Workshop where you 
will find a link to registration. 
Questions? Contact Sue Wimer at swimmer@hudsonucc.org. 
 
Contact Mindy Hill (330)671-1519 if you are interested in sharing rides to Hudson UCC. 
 



 

14 

November 20 David and Suzanne Kiewit 

November 27 Todd and Amy Sledzik 

December 4 Don and Judy Woerz 

December 11 Terri Poff and Shelly Williams 

December 18 Larry and Brenda Bagnoli 

Christmas Eve 5pm     John and Donna Phillips 

  10pm Bill and Jo Hostutler 

December 25 Ron and Hope Mitchell 

November 20 Larry Robinson, Gary Myers, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu 
Thanksgiving Service  Jane and John Huffman 

November 27 Teri Poff, Ann Emmitt, Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow  

December 4 Larry Robinson, Gary Marlow, Teri Poff, Chris Bauch 

December 11 Al Lytle, Mark Bowers, Tim Burns, Dave Marconi 

December 18 Teri Poff, Gary Myers, Bonnie Fordham, Sandy Haydu 

December 25 Tim Burns, Ann Emmitt, Bill Emmitt, Gary Marlow 

     Altar Flowers 
November 20  Peverall 

November 27   Drummond, Haydu 

December 4 

December 11 Drummond, Haydu, Peverall 

December 18 Poinsettias 

December 25 Poinsettias 

 

Worship 
October 23 
8:30 Worship  29 
10:00 Worship  197 
 
October 30 
8:30 Worship 25 
10:00 Worship 197 
 

November 6 
8:30 Worship 38 
10:00 Worship 211 
 
November 13 
8:30 Worship 30 
10:00 Worship 241 
 
 

USHERS 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS  & CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Christmas Eve Family Candlelight Worship Service  5:00 p.m. 

Children are invited to dress as angels, shepherds, wise men, or animals to visit the manger during the telling of the 
Christmas story during the worship service.  Simple costumes will be available prior to the service in the atrium.  As 
the Christmas story is told, different groups of visitors will be invited to come  forward to the manger and take their 
places in the nativity scene. 

The Family Service will also include carols and the lighting of candles.  All ages are welcome to this 45 minute ser-
vice. 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   10:00 p.m. 

Festival of Lessons and Carols 

This candlelight service features our Chancel Choir and features harp and flute.  This special service is a reading of 
the scriptural lessons enhanced through music and Christmas carols  telling once again, the mysterious sacred birth 
of Jesus,  The Messiah.  Please include this   service of worship as a part of your Christmas holy season of  reflection 
and celebration. 

Christmas Day Service 

There will be one service on Christmas morning at 10 am in the sanctuary.  No Children’s Worship or Nursery care 
on Christmas morning. 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 

There will be one service on New Year’s Day at 10 am in the Sanctuary.  Nursery Care will be available.                              
No  Children’s Worship 
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December 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 

11:30 am Women’s 
Fellowship-Akron 

 

6:00 pm  Middle 
School Fellowship 

 

7:00 pm  Chancel 
Choir 

2 

 

3 

 9a,m Breakfast 

with Santa 

  

4 
 

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 am Sunday School—all  
ages 

10:00 am Worship & Christmas 
Concert 

11:00 am Linger Longer 

4:00 pm Senior High Christmas 
Party 
6:00 pm  WJHM 

5 

 

 

 

 

6:30 WNI Pro-
gram   

 

7:00 pm Herit-
age 

6 

  

 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

 

6: Pageant Practice 

 

7: All God’s Children 

7 

  9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

9 

 

10 

 

11 8:10 Prayer chain 

Communion 

8:30 am  Worship 

9:00  am  Sunday School-all 
ages 

10 am Worship 

11   Reception for Pastor Sarah 

 

 

7 pm Candlelight Service 

12 

 

11:30 Sammie’s 
with Yarning for  
Peace 

 

1:00 pm  Yarn-
ing for Peace 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

13 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

6: Pageant Practice 

 

6:30 Committee Meet-
ings 

7:45 Executive Council 

 

14 

 9 Quilters 

 

 

6:30 Stephen 
Ministers 

 

 

 

6:30 Chancel    
Ringers 

 

15 

HERALD DEAD-
LINE 

 

 

7 pm Chancel 
Choir 

 

 

16 

 

17 

10-12 Pageant 

Dress Rehearsal 

18 

8:30 am   Worship 

10:00 am  Worship 

 

11:00 Lunch/Pageant 

 

6:00 pm  WJHM 

 

 

19 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

20 

 7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

6:00 Card Making 

21 

9 Quilters 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

24 Christmas 

Eve 

 

5 PM Family 

Service 

10 pm Candle-

light service 

25 Christmas Day 
 
10:00 am  Worship 
 

26 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

27 

7: 00 am Bible Study 
Bagnoli’s 

 

11 Alzheimer’s       
Caregivers support 
group 

 

9:00-12:00 Office Open 

28    9 Quilters 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
 

6:30 Stephen     
Ministry 
 

9:00-12:00 
Office Open 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00-12:00 Office 
Open 

30 
 
 

 

 
 
9-12 
Office 
Open 

31 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                          Roberta Nehrenz                                        330-634-0713                            rgnehrenz@att.net  
Heart’s in Service  Janet McCaulley   330-633-3775 
   Barbara Rowles                      34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                     330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Beth Loresch  Administrative Coordinator    bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Cathie Lojkovic  Communications Coordinator   cathiefcc@gmail.com 

Wendy Brown  Director of Family Ministries                    wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Choir Director / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Teresa Snyder  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Steve Ristich  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Zachary Brown  Sunday Custodian 

DATE: November 16, 2016 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

